




Part 1

Who is Samuel?

In time, Saul, a Benjamite, was anointed by Samuel as Israel’s first king (1 Samuel 10:1). Even so, Samuel called
on God for a sign to show the Israelites the evil of choosing to replace their true king—God—with an earthly
king (1 Samuel 12:16–18). After a time, Samuel learned that Saul had been rejected by God to lead His people
because of Saul’s disobedience (1 Samuel 13:11–13). Samuel immediately warned Saul that God had already
sought out a replacement for him (1 Samuel 13:14). After Saul continued to disobey, Samuel denounced him as
king (1 Samuel 15:26). Samuel returned home, never to be at King Saul’s side again, but he mourned for him (1
Samuel 15:35). God instructed Samuel to choose another king from the family of Jesse (1 Samuel 16:1), and
Samuel anointed Jesse’s youngest son, David (1 Samuel 16:13). Samuel died before David was made king,
though, and "all Israel assembled and mourned for him" (1 Samuel 25:1).

The life of Samuel was pivotal in Israel’s history. He was a prophet, he anointed the first two kings of Israel,
and he was the last in the line of Israel’s judges, considered by many as the greatest judge (Acts 13:20)

Who is Saul?

The name “Saul,” from the Hebrew word pronounced shaw-ool, means “asked.” Saul was the son of Kish from
the tribe of Benjamin. Saul came from a wealthy family (1 Samuel 9:1) and was tall, dark and handsome in
appearance. Scripture states that “there was not a man among the sons of Israel more handsome than he,
being taller than any of the people from his shoulder and upward” (1 Samuel 9:2). He was God’s chosen one to
lead the scattered nation of Israel, a collection of tribes that did not have a central leader other than God and
no formal government. In times of trouble, leaders would arise but never consolidated the power of the twelve
tribes into one nation. Years before Saul’s rule, Samuel the prophet was Israel’s religious leader but not a king.
In fact, Israel was loosely ruled by judges who presided over domestic squabbles (1 Samuel 8). They were not,
however, equipped to rule in times of war. It is no exaggeration to say that Samuel and Saul lived in turbulent
times. The Philistines were Israel’s sworn enemies, and war broke out between the two on a fairly regular basis
(1 Samuel 4). Because of the constant threat of war and a desire to be like the surrounding nations, the people
pressed Samuel to appoint a king to rule over them (1 Samuel 8:5). Though the people's request for a king was
displeasing to Samuel, God allowed it. The people had rejected God as king, forsaken Him, and served other
gods (1 Samuel 8:6–8). God told Samuel to anoint a king as the people had asked, but also to "warn them and
show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them" (1 Samuel 8:9). Thus, it became Samuel’s task to
anoint a king from among the people. Saul was secretly anointed the first king of all the tribes of Israel (1
Samuel 10:1) before being publicly selected by lot (1 Samuel 10:17–24).

He went on to lead the nation through several more military victories as his popularity reached its zenith.
However, a series of very serious blunders, beginning with an unauthorized sacrificial offering (1 Samuel
13:9–14), started Saul’s downfall from his kingship. Saul’s downward spiral continued as he failed to eliminate
all of the Amalekites and their livestock as commanded by God (1 Samuel 15:3). Disregarding a direct order
from God, he decided to spare the life of King Agag along with some of the choice livestock. He tried to cover
up his transgression by lying to Samuel and, in essence, lying to God (1 Samuel 15). This disobedience was the
last straw, as God would withdraw His Spirit from Saul (1 Samuel 16:14). The break between God and Saul is
arguably one of the saddest occurrences in Scripture.

While Saul would be allowed to serve out the rest of his life as king, he was plagued by an evil spirit that
tormented him and brought about waves of madness (1 Samuel 16:14–23). Saul’s final years were profoundly
tragic as he endured periods of deep manic depression. However, it was a young man brought into the king’s



court named David who became the soothing influence on the troubled king by playing music that temporarily
restored the king’s sanity. The king embraced David as one of his own, but all of this changed as David became
a fine military leader in his own right. In fact, a popular song of the day was “Saul has slain his thousands, and
David his tens of thousands” (1 Samuel 18:7). When Saul realized that God was with David, the king sought to
kill David at every opportunity. David succeeded in evading the countless attempts on his life with the help of
the king’s son, Jonathan, and the king’s daughter, Michal.

Who is Jonathan?

The other prominent Jonathan in the Bible is the son of King Saul. This Jonathan was a noble man of true
character, faith, and integrity. Despite Saul’s hatred of David, Jonathan and David were very close friends (1
Samuel 18:1–3), and Jonathan protected David and helped him to escape Saul (1 Samuel 19:1–2). Since David
was married to Jonathan’s sister Michal, Jonathan was also David’s brother-in-law.
In 1 Samuel 14, we see Jonathan’s good character contrasted with his father’s foolishness. Saul and his men
were battling the Philistines, and Jonathan decided to raid a Philistine outpost (1 Samuel 14:1). He took only
his young armor-bearer with him, and he told no one else of their plans (verse 3). Jonathan’s bravery as they
approached the enemy garrison was rooted in faith, as he told his armor-bearer, “Perhaps the Lord will act in
our behalf. Nothing can hinder the Lord from saving, whether by many or by few” (verse 6). The Lord was
indeed with Jonathan, and he and his companion killed about twenty Philistines (verse 14). Then God sent a
panic into the enemy camp, along with an earthquake, and the enemy was routed (verses 15, 20, 23).
Meanwhile, King Saul had placed his troops under an oath: no one was allowed to eat anything all day (verse
24). Jonathan, who had not been present when Saul made his foolish demand, found some honey after the
battle and ate it (verse 27). When Saul found out that his son had eaten the honey, he demanded that he be
slain (verse 44). It was only through the intervention of the rest of the army that faithful, brave Jonathan was
spared that day (verse 45).

Jonathan was not much like his father. Jonathan was known for his deep love, loyal friendship, and faith in
God, while Saul repeatedly showed foolishness, pride, and disobedience to God (1 Samuel 13:8–13; 14:24–30;
15:1–34). God eventually rejected Saul’s kingship and replaced him with David (1 Samuel 16:11–13). Jonathan
was faithful to the Lord and positioned himself against his father politically, because he knew that God had
chosen David to be the next king.

Who is Jesse?

Jesse in the Bible is father of David and thus an important part of the lineage of Christ, the Son of David
(Matthew 22:42). We don’t know much about Jesse as a person; most of the Bible’s references to Jesse come
in the context of his relation to his famous son David.

In order to understand the rich history surrounding the name of Jesse, one might begin by tracing his lineage
back to Abraham. God chose Abraham and promised that through his seed all the nations of the world would
be blessed (Genesis 22:16–18).

Jesse takes the stage with his eight sons in 1 Samuel 16–17. The prophet Samuel invites Jesse and his family to
a sacrificial feast, but Jesse only brings his seven oldest sons, including Eliab, Abinadab, and Shammah; all
seven were rejected by God as king (1 Samuel 16:6–10). Jesse had chosen to leave David, his youngest son, to
tend the sheep. However, it is this lowly shepherd boy whom, to the probable surprise of both Jesse and
Samuel, God directs Samuel to anoint as the chosen king (1 Samuel 16:11–13). Although it is David’s kingship
that typifies and anticipates the reign of the Christ-King, Jesse’s name still receives mention in a couple
prophecies of the Messiah.

Who is David?

Samuel Anoints David - (1 SAMUEL 16:1-13)

1Now the Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have selected a king



for Myself among his sons.” 2But Samuel said, “How can I go? When Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the
Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ 3You shall invite Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for Me the one whom I designate to you.”

4So Samuel did what the Lord said, and came to Bethlehem. And the elders of the city came trembling to meet
him and said, “Do you come in peace?” 5He said, “In peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate
yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” He also consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the
sacrifice. 6When they entered, he looked at Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is before Him.”

7But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have
rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at
the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel. And he said, “The Lord has not
chosen this one either.” 9Next Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “The Lord has not chosen this one
either.” 10Thus Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. But Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not
chosen these.”

11And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are these all the children?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and
behold, he is tending the sheep.” Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down
until he comes here.”

David Anointed

12So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, with beautiful eyes and a handsome appearance. And
the Lord said, “Arise, anoint him; for this is he.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the
midst of his brothers; and the Spirit of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. And Samuel
arose and went to Ramah.





Part 2

Goliath’s Challenge - 1 Sam 17:1-19
1Now the Philistines gathered their armies for battle; and they were gathered at Socoh which belongs to
Judah, and they camped between Socoh and Azekah, in Ephes-dammim. 2Saul and the men of Israel were
gathered and camped in the valley of Elah, and drew up in battle array to encounter the Philistines. 3The
Philistines stood on the mountain on one side while Israel stood on the mountain on the other side, with the
valley between them. 4Then a champion came out from the armies of the Philistines named Goliath, from
Gath, whose height was six cubits and a span. 5He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he was clothed with
scale-armor which weighed five thousand shekels of bronze. 6He also had bronze greaves on his legs and a
bronze javelin slung between his shoulders. 7The shaft of his spear was like a weaver’s beam, and the head of
his spear weighed six hundred shekels of iron; his shield-carrier also walked before him. 8He stood and
shouted to the ranks of Israel and said to them, “Why do you come out to draw up in battle array? Am I not
the Philistine and you servants of Saul? Choose a man for yourselves and let him come down to me. 9If he is
able to fight with me and kill me, then we will become your servants; but if I prevail against him and kill him,
then you shall become our servants and serve us.” 10Again the Philistine said, “I defy the ranks of Israel this
day; give me a man that we may fight together.” 11When Saul and all Israel heard these words of the Philistine,
they were dismayed and greatly afraid.

12Now David was the son of the Ephrathite of Bethlehem in Judah, whose name was Jesse, and he had eight
sons. And Jesse was old in the days of Saul, advanced in years among men. 13The three older sons of Jesse had
gone after Saul to the battle. And the names of his three sons who went to the battle were Eliab the firstborn,
and the second to him Abinadab, and the third Shammah. 14David was the youngest. Now the three oldest
followed Saul, 15but David went back and forth from Saul to tend his father’s flock at Bethlehem. 16The
Philistine came forward morning and evening for forty days and took his stand.

17Then Jesse said to David his son, “Take now for your brothers an ephah of this roasted grain and these ten
loaves and run to the camp to your brothers. 18Bring also these ten cuts of cheese to the commander of their
thousand, and look into the welfare of your brothers, and bring back news of them. 19For Saul and they and all
the men of Israel are in the valley of Elah, fighting with the Philistines.”

David Accepts the Challenge - 1 Sam 17:20-25
20So David arose early in the morning and left the flock with a keeper and took the supplies and went as Jesse
had commanded him. And he came to the circle of the camp while the army was going out in battle array
shouting the war cry. 21Israel and the Philistines drew up in battle array, army against army. 22Then David left
his baggage in the care of the baggage keeper, and ran to the battle line and entered in order to greet his
brothers. 23As he was talking with them, behold, the champion, the Philistine from Gath named Goliath, was
coming up from the army of the Philistines, and he spoke these same words; and David heard them. 24When
all the men of Israel saw the man, they fled from him and were greatly afraid. 25The men of Israel said, “Have
you seen this man who is coming up? Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. And it will be that the king will
enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will give him his daughter and make his father’s house free
in Israel.”



Numbers 13:25-33
25 When they returned from spying out the land, at the end of forty days, 26 they proceeded to come to Moses
and Aaron and to all the congregation of the sons of Israel in the wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; and they
brought back word to them and to all the congregation and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 Thus they
told him, and said, “We went in to the land where you sent us; and it certainly does flow with milk and honey,
and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless, the people who live in the land are strong, and the cities are fortified and
very large; and moreover, we saw the descendants of Anak there. 29 Amalek is living in the land of the Negev
and the Hittites and the Jebusites and the Amorites are living in the hill country, and the Canaanites are living
by the sea and by the side of the Jordan.”

30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, “We should by all means go up and take possession
of it, for we will surely overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up
against the people, for they are too strong for us.” 32 So they gave out to the sons of Israel a bad report of the
land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which we have gone, in spying it out, is a land that
devours its inhabitants; and all the people whom we saw in it are men of great size. 33 There also we saw the
Nephilim (the sons of Anak are part of the Nephilim); and we became like grasshoppers in our own sight, and
so we were in their sight.” <see Gen 6>

● Has there ever been a time in your life when you let doubt and fear, aka a lack of faith, stop you
from accomplishing a goal that The Lord has for you?

1 Sam 17:26-30
26 Then David spoke to the men who were standing by him, saying, “What will be done for the man who kills
this Philistine and takes away the reproach from Israel? For who is this uncircumcised Philistine, that he should
taunt the armies of the living God?” 27 The people answered him in accord with this word, saying, “Thus it will
be done for the man who kills him.”

28 Now Eliab his oldest brother heard when he spoke to the men; and Eliab’s anger burned against David and
he said, “Why have you come down? And with whom have you left those few sheep in the wilderness? I know
your insolence and the wickedness of your heart; for you have come down in order to see the battle.” 29 But
David said, “What have I done now? Was it not just a question?” 30 Then he turned away from him to another
and said the same thing; and the people answered the same thing as before.

David Kills Goliath - 1 Sam 17:31-40
31 When the words which David spoke were heard, they told them [q]to Saul, and he sent for him. 32 David said
to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail on account of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.” 33 Then
Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against this Philistine to fight with him; for you are but a youth while
he has been a warrior from his youth.” 34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant was tending his father’s sheep.
When a lion or a bear came and took a lamb from the flock, 35 I went out after him and attacked him, and
rescued it from his mouth; and when he rose up against me, I seized him by his beard and struck him and killed
him. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of
them, since he has taunted the armies of the living God.” 37 And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from
the paw of the lion and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.”  And Saul
said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with you.” 38 Then Saul clothed David with his garments and put a
bronze helmet on his head, and he clothed him with armor. 39 David girded his sword over his armor and tried
to walk, for he had not tested them. So David said to Saul, “I cannot go with these, for I have not tested them.”
And David took them off. 40 He took his stick in his hand and chose for himself five smooth stones from the
brook, and put them in the shepherd’s bag which he had, even in his pouch, and his sling was in his hand; and
he approached the Philistine.



David does not put his trust his own skill, weapons of this world but rather the promise already given
him through Samuel.

o Why 5 stones? (2 Possible theories)

● Goliath (1) plus fours brothers (4)
● Jewish theory (number 2) the 5 stones represented the 5 books of Torah and when

David grabbed them they became 1 stone in his hand. Thus the 5 books of the law were
made whole under David and his kingship, the nation became complete in the law.

2 Sam 21:16-22
15 Now when the Philistines were at war again with Israel, David went down and his servants with him; and as
they fought against the Philistines, David became weary. 16 Then Ishbi-benob, who was among the
descendants of the giant, the weight of whose spear was three hundred shekels of bronze in weight, was
girded with a new sword, and he intended to kill David. 17 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah helped him, and
struck the Philistine and killed him. Then the men of David swore to him, saying, “You shall not go out again
with us to battle, so that you do not extinguish the lamp of Israel.”

18 Now it came about after this that there was war again with the Philistines at Gob; then Sibbecai the
Hushathite struck down Saph, who was among the descendants of the giant. 19 There was war with the
Philistines again at Gob, and Elhanan the son of Jaare-oregim the Bethlehemite killed Goliath the Gittite, the
shaft of whose spear was like a weaver’s beam. 20 There was war at Gath again, where there was a man of
great stature who had six fingers on each hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number; and he also
had been born to the giant. 21 When he defied Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimei, David’s brother, struck him
down. 22 These four were born to the giant in Gath, and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of his
servants.

2 Sam 21:41-58
41 Then the Philistine came on and approached David, with the shield-bearer in front of him. 42 When the
Philistine looked and saw David, he disdained him; for he was but a youth, and ruddy, with a handsome
appearance. 43 The Philistine said to David, “Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” And the Philistine
cursed David by his gods. 44 The Philistine also said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds
of the sky and the beasts of the field.” 45 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me with a sword, a
spear, and a javelin, but I come to you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom
you have taunted. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you up into my hands, and I will strike you down and remove
your head from you. And I will give the dead bodies of the army of the Philistines this day to the birds of the
sky and the wild beasts of the earth, that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel, 47and that all this
assembly may know that the Lord does not deliver by sword or by spear; for the battle is the Lord’s and He will
give you into our hands.”

48 Then it happened when the Philistine rose and came and drew near to meet David, that David ran quickly
toward the battle line to meet the Philistine. 49 And David put his hand into his bag and took from it a stone
and slung it, and struck the Philistine on his forehead. And the stone sank into his forehead, so that he fell on
his face to the ground.

50 Thus David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone, and he struck the Philistine and killed him;
but there was no sword in David’s hand. 51 Then David ran and stood over the Philistine and took his sword
and drew it out of its sheath and killed him, and cut off his head with it. When the Philistines saw that their
champion was dead, they fled. 52 The men of Israel and Judah arose and shouted and pursued the Philistines
as far as the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the slain Philistines [w]lay along the way to Shaaraim, even



to Gath and Ekron. 53 The sons of Israel returned from chasing the Philistines and plundered their camps. 54

Then David took the Philistine’s head and brought it to Jerusalem, but he put his weapons in his tent.

55 Now when Saul saw David going out against the Philistine, he said to Abner the commander of the army,
“Abner, whose son is this young man?” And Abner said, “By your life, O king, I do not know.” 56 The king said,
“You inquire whose son the youth is.” 57 So when David returned from killing the Philistine, Abner took him
and brought him before Saul with the Philistine’s head in his hand. 58 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you,
young man?” And David answered, “I am the son of your servant Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

What do we learn...
From this story we learn to put our trust in the Word of The Lord and that through unwavering faith we can
accomplish great things in Christ. Even when the odds are stacked against us we have the advantage in Jesus,

"The whole Torah is Holy, but The Song of Songs is the Holy of Holies."Just as the Holy of Holies occupied the
very center of the Sanctuary, the Song of Songs stands at the center of the mystery of Freedom. Freedom in
our tradition is not merely a "freedom from"... from oppression, suffering, or servitude; it is a "freedom to"...
to be in direct relationship with God our liberator. God says, I brought you out of Egypt to be your God, to be
in relationship with you. It is this relationship that makes us free. The moment we cut ourselves off from God,
we are back in Egypt; we are back in slavery.



Part 3

Jonathan and David - 1 Sam 18:1-9
18 Now it came about when he had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of
David, and Jonathan loved him as himself.2 Saul took him that day and did not let him return to his father’s
house. 3 Then Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him as himself.4Jonathan stripped
himself of the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, including his sword and his bow and
his belt. 5 So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and prospered; and Saul set him over the men of war.
And it was pleasing in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul’s servants.

6It happened as they were coming, when David returned from killing the Philistine, that the women came out
of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy and with musical
instruments. 7 The women sang as they played, and said, “Saul has slain his thousands,And David his ten
thousands.”

8 Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten
thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?”9 Saul
looked at David with suspicion from that day on.

Saul Turns against David - 1 Sam 18:10-19
10 Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from God came mightily upon Saul, and he raved in
the midst of the house, while David was playing the harp with his hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul’s
hand. 11 Saul hurled the spear for he thought, “I will pin David to the wall.” But David escaped from his
presence twice.

12 Now Saul was afraid of David, for the Lord was with him but had departed from Saul. 13 Therefore Saul
removed him from his presence and appointed him as his commander of a thousand; and he went out and
came in before the people. 14 David was prospering in all his ways for the Lord was with him. 15 When Saul
saw that he was prospering greatly, he dreaded him. 16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, and he went out
and came in before them.

17 Then Saul said to David, “Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as a wife, only be a valiant
man for me and fight the Lord’s battles.” For Saul thought, “My hand shall not be against him, but let the hand
of the Philistines be against him.” 18 But David said to Saul, “Who am I, and what is my life or my father’s
family in Israel, that I should be the king’s son-in-law?” 19 So it came about at the time when Merab, Saul’s
daughter, should have been given to David, that she was given to Adriel the Meholathite for a wife.

David Marries Saul’s Daughter - 1 Sam 18:20-30
20 Now Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved David. When they told Saul, the thing was agreeable to him. 21 Saul
thought, “I will give her to him that she may become a snare to him, and that the hand of the Philistines may
be against him.” Therefore Saul said to David, “For a second time you may be my son-in-law today.” 22 Then
Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David secretly, saying, ‘Behold, the king delights in you, and all his
servants love you; now therefore, become the king’s son-in-law.’” 23 So Saul’s servants spoke these words to
David. But David said, “Is it trivial in your sight to become the king’s son-in-law, since I am a poor man and



lightly esteemed?” 24 The servants of Saul reported to him according to these words which David spoke. 25
Saul then said, “Thus you shall say to David, ‘The king does not desire any dowry except a hundred foreskins of
the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s enemies.’” Now Saul planned to make David fall by the hand of
the Philistines. 26 When his servants told David these words, it pleased David to become the king’s son-in-law.
Before the days had expired 27 David rose up and went, he and his men, and struck down two hundred men
among the Philistines. Then David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full number to the king, that
he might become the king’s son-in-law. So Saul gave him Michal his daughter for a wife. 28 When Saul saw and
knew that the Lord was with David, and that Michal, Saul’s daughter, loved him, 29 then Saul was even more
afraid of David. Thus Saul was David’s enemy continually.

30 Then the commanders of the Philistines went out to battle, and it happened as often as they went out, that
David behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul. So his name was highly esteemed.

David Protected from Saul - 1 Sam 19:1-24

19 Now Saul told Jonathan his son and all his servants to put David to death. But Jonathan, Saul’s son, greatly
delighted in David. 2 So Jonathan told David saying, “Saul my father is seeking to put you to death. Now
therefore, please be on guard in the morning, and stay in a secret place and hide yourself. 3 I will go out and
stand beside my father in the field where you are, and I will speak with my father about you; if I find out
anything, then I will tell you.” 4 Then Jonathan spoke well of David to Saul his father and said to him, “Do not
let the king sin against his servant David, since he has not sinned against you, and since his deeds have been
very beneficial to you. 5 For he took his life in his hand and struck the Philistine, and the Lord brought about a
great deliverance for all Israel; you saw it and rejoiced. Why then will you sin against innocent blood by putting
David to death without a cause?” 6 Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan, and Saul vowed, “As the Lord lives,
he shall not be put to death.” 7 Then Jonathan called David, and Jonathan told him all these words. And
Jonathan brought David to Saul, and he was in his presence as formerly.

8 When there was war again, David went out and fought with the Philistines and defeated them with great
slaughter, so that they fled before him. 9 Now there was an evil spirit from the Lord on Saul as he was sitting in
his house with his spear in his hand, and David was playing the harp with his hand. 10 Saul tried to pin David
to the wall with the spear, but he slipped away out of Saul’s presence, so that he stuck the spear into the wall.
And David fled and escaped that night.

11 Then Saul sent messengers to David’s house to watch him, in order to put him to death in the morning. But
Michal, David’s wife, told him, saying, “If you do not save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be put to death.”
12 So Michal let David down through a window, and he went out and fled and escaped. 13 Michal took the
household idol and laid it on the bed, and put a quilt of goats’ hair at its head, and covered it with clothes. 14
When Saul sent messengers to take David, she said, “He is sick.” 15 Then Saul sent messengers to see David,
saying, “Bring him up to me on his bed, that I may put him to death.” 16 When the messengers entered,
behold, the household idol was on the bed with the quilt of goats’ hair at its head. 17 So Saul said to Michal,
“Why have you deceived me like this and let my enemy go, so that he has escaped?” And Michal said to Saul,
“He said to me, ‘Let me go! Why should I put you to death?’”

18 Now David fled and escaped and came to Samuel at Ramah, and told him all that Saul had done to him. And
he and Samuel went and stayed in Naioth. 19 It was told Saul, saying, “Behold, David is at Naioth in Ramah.” 20
Then Saul sent messengers to take David, but when they saw the company of the prophets prophesying, with
Samuel standing and presiding over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messengers of Saul; and they also
prophesied. 21 When it was told Saul, he sent other messengers, and they also prophesied. So Saul sent
messengers again the third time, and they also prophesied. 22 Then he himself went to Ramah and came as far
as the large well that is in Secu; and he asked and said, “Where are Samuel and David?” And someone said,
“Behold, they are at Naioth in Ramah.” 23 He proceeded there to Naioth in Ramah; and the Spirit of God came



upon him also, so that he went along prophesying continually until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 24 He also
stripped off his clothes, and he too prophesied before Samuel and lay down naked all that day and all that
night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul also among the prophets?”





Part 4

Saul’s jealousy of David turned murderous. He first tried to have David killed by the hand of the Philistines by
asking David to become his son-in-law. The king offered his daughter in return for David's military service.
David, in humility, refused, and Saul's daughter was given to another (1 Samuel 18:17–19). Saul's other
daughter, Michal, was in love with David, so Saul asked again. David again refused due to his lack of wealth and
inability to afford the bride price for the daughter of a king. Saul asked for a hundred Philistine foreskins,
hoping David would be slaughtered by the enemy. When David killed two hundred Philistines, doubling the
required payment, Saul realized he was outmatched, and his fear of David increased (1 Samuel 18:17–29).
Jonathan and Michal warned David of their father's murderous intent, and David spent the next years of his
life fleeing from the king. David wrote several songs during this time, including Psalms 57, 59, and 142.

PSALM 142
Prayer for Help in Trouble.
Maskil of David, when he was in the cave. A Prayer.
1I cry aloud with my voice to the Lord;
I make supplication with my voice to the Lord.
2I pour out my complaint before Him;
I declare my trouble before Him.
3When my spirit was overwhelmed within me,
You knew my path.
In the way where I walk
They have hidden a trap for me.
4Look to the right and see;
For there is no one who regards me;
There is no escape for me;
No one cares for my soul.

5I cried out to You, O Lord;
I said, “You are my refuge,
My portion in the land of the living.
6Give heed to my cry,
For I am brought very low;
Deliver me from my persecutors,
For they are too strong for me.
7Bring my soul out of prison,
So that I may give thanks to Your name;
The righteous will surround me,
For You will deal bountifully with me.



PSALM 57

Prayer for Rescue from Persecutors.
A Mikhtam of David, when he fled from Saul in the cave.

1Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me, For my soul takes refuge in You;
And in the shadow of Your wings I will take refuge Until destruction passes by.
2I will cry to God Most High,
To God who accomplishes all things for me.
3He will send from heaven and save me;
He reproaches him who tramples upon me. Selah. God will send forth His lovingkindness and His truth. 4My
soul is among lions;
I must lie among those who breathe forth fire, Even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows And
their tongue a sharp sword.
5Be exalted above the heavens, O God;
Let Your glory be above all the earth.
6They have Or spread prepared a net for my steps; My soul is bowed down;
They dug a pit before me;
They themselves have fallen into the midst of it. Selah. 7My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast; I
will sing, yes, I will sing praises!
8Awake, my glory!
Awake, harp and lyre!
I will awaken the dawn.
9I will give thanks to You, O Lord, among the peoples; I will sing praises to You among the nations. 10For
Your lovingkindness is great to the heavens And Your truth to the clouds.
11Be exalted above the heavens, O God;
Let Your glory be above all the earth.



PSALM 59
Prayer for Deliverance from Enemies.
A Mikhtam of David, when Saul sent men and they watched the house in order to kill him.

1Deliver me from my enemies, O my God; Set me securely on high away from those who rise up against me.
2Deliver me from those who do iniquity
And save me from men of bloodshed.
3For behold, they have set an ambush for my life; Fierce men Or stir up strife launch an attack against me, Not for my
transgression nor for my sin, O Lord, 4For no guilt of mine, they run and set themselves against me. Arouse Yourself
to help me, and see!
5You, O Lord God of hosts, the God of Israel,
Awake to punish all the nations; Do not be gracious to any who are treacherous in iniquity. Selah.
6They return at evening, they howl like a dog,
And go around the city.
7Behold, they belch forth with their mouth;
Swords are in their lips, For, they say, “Who hears?” 8But You, O Lord, laugh at them; You scoff at all the nations. 9
Because of Many mss and some ancient versions read My strength is strength I will watch for You,
For God is my stronghold.
10My God in His lovingkindness will meet me;
God will let me look triumphantly upon my foes. 11Do not slay them, or my people will forget;
Scatter them by Your power, and bring them down, O Lord, our shield.
12 On account of the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, Let them even be caught in their pride, And on
account of curses and lies which they utter. 13 Lit Bring to an endDestroy them in wrath, destroy them that they may
be no more; That men may know that God rules in Jacob To the ends of the earth. Selah.
14They return at evening, they howl like a dog, And go around the city.
15They wander about Or to devour for food
And growl if they are not satisfied.
16But as for me, I shall sing of Your strength;
Yes, I shall joyfully sing of Your lovingkindness in the morning, For You have been my stronghold And a refuge in the day
of my distress.
17O my strength, I will sing praises to You; For God is my stronghold, the God who shows me loving kindness.





Part 5

David Saves Keilah
• The Philistines are robbing grain at Keilah, so David and his men go attack them.
• Even though Saul is after them, David still knows he needs to protect the people for God.
• After David defeats the Philistines, Saul learns of David's whereabouts (1-8).

1 Samuel 23:1-6
When David was told, “Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting the threshing floors,” 2he
inquired of the LORD, saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?” The LORD answered him, “Go, attack the
Philistines and save Keilah.” 3But David’s men said to him, “Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more, then,
if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!” 4Once again David inquired of the LORD, and the LORD
answered him, “Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand.” 5So David and his men
went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock. He inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines
and saved the people of Keilah. 6 (Now Abiathar son of Ahimelek had brought the ephod down with him when
he fled to David at Keilah.)

How would you react to someone questioning you about what you heard from God/Holy Spirit?

Have you ever been afraid to have God confirm a decision by asking Him again? Saul Pursues David
• David learns that Saul is coming for him and he starts freaking out.
• God informs David that the people will turn him over to Saul this time, which is a hard lesson for
David because even though he was acting on the people's behalf, they were willing to stab him in
the back (9-13).

1 Samuel 23:7-13
7Saul was told that David had gone to Keilah, and he said, “God has delivered him into my hands, for David has
imprisoned himself by entering a town with gates and bars.” 8And Saul called up all his forces for battle, to go
down to Keilah to besiege David and his men. 9When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he said
to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the ephod.” 10David said, “LORD, God of Israel, your servant has heard definitely
that Saul plans to come to Keilah and destroy the town on account of me. 11Will the citizens of Keilah surrender
me to him? Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard? LORD, God of Israel, tell your servant.” And the
LORD said, “He will.” 12Again David asked, “Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me and my men to Saul?” And
the LORD said, “They will.” 13So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah and kept moving
from place to place. When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go there.

Were you ever so focused on what YOU wanted that you assumed God was leading you in the same
direction?

Have you been let down by someone God asked you to help? What did you learn  from the experience?

• Even though Saul is unable to find David, Jonathan finds him no problem. BFFs can be like that.
Jonathan encourages David to keep fighting the good fight because one day he will be king of
Israel as God intends (14-18).

1 Samuel 23:14-18
David stayed in the wilderness strongholds and in the hills of the Desert of Ziph. Day after day Saul searched



for him, but God did not give David into his hands. 15While David was at Horesh in the Desert of Ziph, he
learned that Saul had come out to take his life. 16And Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and
helped him find strength in God. 17 “Don’t be afraid,” he said. “My father Saul will not lay a hand on you. You
will be king over Israel, and I will be second to you. Even my father Saul knows this.” 18The two of them made a
covenant before the LORD. Then Jonathan went home, but David remained at Horesh.

Do your friends strengthen you in the hard times as Jonathan did for David? What can we do to strengthen
others when they are troubled?

• Saul learns that David is staying in the wilderness of Ziph with his merry men a la Robin Hood. Saul starts
chasing through Ziph and a variety of other areas.
• Unfortunately for Saul, David is quick as lightning and always avoids danger. At one point, Saul and his
men are on one side of a mountain and David and his men are on the other side. Tough luck, Saul.
• Saul gets word the Philistines are raiding the land. For once, Saul makes a good decision and goes to
defend the Israelites against the Philistines (19-29).

1 Samuel 23:19-29

The Ziphites went up to Saul at Gibeah and said, “Is not David hiding among us in the strongholds at Horesh,
on the hill of Hakilah, south of Jeshimon? 20Now, Your Majesty, come down whenever it pleases you to do so,
and we will be responsible for giving him into your hands.” 21Saul replied, “The LORD bless you for your
concern for me. 22Go and get more information. Find out where David usually goes and who has seen him
there. They tell me he is very crafty. 23Find out about all the hiding places he uses and come back to me
with definite information. Then I will go with you; if he is in the area, I will track him down among all the
clans of Judah.” 24So they set out and went to Ziph ahead of Saul. Now David and his men were in the Desert
of Maon, in the Arabah south of Jeshimon. 25Saul and his men began the search, and when David was told
about it, he went down to the rock and stayed in the Desert of Maon. When Saul heard this, he went into
the Desert of Maon in pursuit of David. 26Saul was going along one side of the mountain, and David and his
men were on the other side, hurrying to get away from Saul. As Saul and his forces were closing in on David
and his men to capture them, 27a messenger came to Saul, saying, “Come quickly! The Philistines are raiding
the land.” 28Then Saul broke off his pursuit of David and went to meet the Philistines. That is why they call
this place Sela Hammahlekoth.29And David went up from there and lived in the strongholds of En Gedi.

Has God ever caused an event in your life to try to pull you away from pursuing something not in His
will?

David Spares Saul’s Life
• Saul keeps chasing after David, but he eventually stops and goes to the bathroom, because

even crazy kings have to pee.
• He goes into a cave to relieve himself and unfortunately for Saul, David and his men just happen to be

in the innermost part of the cave.
• David's men believe that God is giving David an opportunity to kill Saul, but instead of killing him, he just

cuts off a corner of his cloak. Which, he reminds us of 1 Samuel 15:27-28. In those verses, Saul tore off a
piece of Samuel's robe to which Samuel told him that the kingdom would be torn away from him and
given to someone else.

• David has a chance to take the kingdom on this day, but he chooses to let Saul live and leave the cave
(1-7).

1 Samuel 24:1-7
After Saul returned from pursuing the Philistines, he was told, “David is in the Desert of En Gedi.” 2 So Saul
took three thousand able young men from all Israel and set out to look for David and his men near the



Crags of the Wild Goats. 3 He came to the sheep pens along the way; a cave was there, and Saul went in to
relieve himself. David and his men were far back in the cave. 4 The men said, “This is the day the LORD
spoke of when he said to you, ‘I will give your enemy into your hands for you to deal with as you wish.’”
Then David crept up unnoticed and cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 5 Afterward, David was
conscience-stricken for having cut off a corner of his robe. 6 He said to his men, “The LORD forbid that I
should do such a thing to my master, the LORD’s anointed, or lay my hand on him; for he is the anointed of
the LORD.” 7 With these words David sharply rebuked his men and did not allow them to attack Saul. And
Saul left the cave and went his way.

David’s sole reason for sparing Saul was that he was anointed by God. Where else are we called to show
respect/honor even when it’s not deserved? Why? (Romans13 & Ephesians 5:22-33)

• David follows Saul outside and shows him the part of the cloak he cut off. He tells Saul he could have
taken his life, but spared him instead.
• Basically, David is trying to tell Saul that he isn't a threat to the anointed king.
• Saul goes off on his own, relieved not to be dead. Do you think that Saul will have a change of heart
and stop hunting David? Yeah, we don't think so either. And we're usually right (8-22).

1 Samuel 24:8-22
8 Then David went out of the cave and called out to Saul, “My lord the king!” When Saul looked behind
him, David bowed down and prostrated himself with his face to the ground. 9 He said to Saul, “Why do you
listen when men say, ‘David is bent on harming you’? 10 This day you have seen with your own eyes how
the LORD delivered you into my hands in the cave. Some urged me to kill you, but I spared you; I said, ‘I
will not lay my hand on my lord, because he is the LORD’s anointed.’ 11 See, my father, look at this piece of
your robe in my hand! I cut off the corner of your robe but did not kill you. See that there is nothing in my
hand to indicate that I am guilty of wrongdoing or rebellion. I have not wronged you, but you are hunting
me down to take my life. 12 May the LORD judge between you and me. And may the LORD avenge the
wrongs you have done to me, but my hand will not touch you. 13 As the old saying goes, ‘From evildoers
come evil deeds,’ so my hand will not touch you. 14 “Against whom has the king of Israel come out? Who
are you pursuing? A dead dog? A flea? 15 May the LORD be our judge and decide between us. May he
consider my cause and uphold it; may he vindicate me by delivering me from your hand.”16 When David
finished saying this, Saul asked, “Is that your voice, David my son?” And he wept aloud. 17 “You are more
righteous than I,” he said. “You have treated me well, but I have treated you badly. 18 You have just now
told me about the good you did to me; the LORD delivered me into your hands, but you did not kill me. 19

When a man finds his enemy, does he let him get away unharmed? May the LORD reward you well for the
way you treated me today. 20 I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be
established in your hands. 21 Now swear to me by the LORD that you will not kill off my descendants or
wipe out my name from my father’s family.” 22 So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home,
but David and his men went up to the stronghold.

What does David returning to the stronghold instead of returning with Saul say about the relationship
between forgiveness and trust?

!!!Bonus Section!!!

Forgiveness

Hebrews 12:15 Look after each other so that none of you fails to receive the grace of God. Watch out that no
poisonous root of bitterness grows up to trouble you, corrupting many.

Resentment is like a poison we carry around inside us with the hope that when we get the chance we can
deposit it where it will harm another who has injured us. The fact is that we carry this poison at extreme risk



to ourselves.

1980 book “The Angry Christian” by Bert Ghezzi.

Sources :
biblegateway.com
shmoop.com
Youtube: Calvary Chapel Ontario
Beth Moore – portraits of devotion



Part 6
Samuel's Death - 1 Samuel 25:1
25 Then Samuel died; and all Israel gathered together and mourned for him, and buried him at his house in
Ramah. And David arose and went down to the wilderness of Paran.

Samuel the great man dedicated unto the LORD and serving Him from his youngest days, now dies. As godly as
he was, it did not save him from an earthly death because he was still a descendant of Adam. But God's work in
Israel did not end when Samuel died.

● If it is written "Now Samuel died," it is also written "and David arose."

God's work may begin with a man, but it never ends with one man. God continues and sustains His work as He
pleases. God's work never is dependent on only one man.

We meet a man named Nabal and his wife, Abigail - 1 Samuel 25:2-13
2 Now there was a man in Maon whose business was in Carmel; and the man was very (a)rich, and he had three
thousand sheep and a thousand goats. And it came about while he was shearing his sheep in Carmel 3 now the
man's name was Nabal, and his wife's name was Abigail. And the woman was intelligent and beautiful in
appearance, but the man was harsh and evil in his dealings, and he was a Calebite, 4 that David heard in the
wilderness that Nabal was shearing his sheep. 5 So David sent ten young men; and David said to the young men,
"Go up to Carmel, visit Nabal and greet him in my name; 6 and thus you shall say, Have a long life, peace be to
you, and peace be to your house, and peace be to all that you have. 7 Now I have heard that you have shearers;
now your shepherds have been with us and we have not insulted them, nor have they missed anything all the
days they were in Carmel. 8 Ask your young men and they will tell you. Therefore let my young men find favor in
your eyes, for we have come on a festive day. Please give whatever you find at hand to your servants and to your
son David." 9 When David's young men came, they spoke to Nabal according to all these words in David's name;
then they waited. 10 But Nabal answered David's servants and said, "Who is David? And who is the son of Jesse?
There are many servants today who are each breaking away from his master. 11 Shall I then take my bread and
my water and my meat that I have slaughtered for my shearers, and give it to men whose origin I do not know?"
12 So David's young men retraced their way and went back; and they came and told him according to all these
words. 13 David said to his men, "Each of you gird on his sword." So each man girded on his sword. And David
also girded on his sword, and about four hundred men went up behind David while two hundred stayed with the
baggage.

● Even godly people can be driven by anger and get it wrong sometimes.
● Paul had to confront Peter in Galatians
● Nabal is called "harsh and badly behaved" (v. 3). In fact, Nabal's name means "fool” in Hebrew.

David sends young men to ask Nabal for whatever he has (V. 8). They are hungry and tired from running and
hiding and they probably just want a nice bottle of water to quench their thirst.

Nabal's reaction is not what David expects. David told his young men to say, "Peace be to you, and peace be to
your house" (v. 6) to Nabal, but he responds with, "Why should I give my hard earned things to men I don't
know!"



Immediately, David's temper flares up and he yells to his men, "Every man strap on his sword!" (v. 13). It's safe
to assume that God is not first on David's mind here. We could probably say that David is not walking in the
Spirit and that he is living by the flesh. Even people who walk closely with God and long to know Him are
susceptible to fits of rage with a vengeful attitude. David isn't perfect, but God, in His beautiful grace and
wonderful mercy, protects David from doing something he would regret.

David was so careful not to take matters into his own hands against Saul in 1 Samuel 24 but is so willing to do
so with Nabal. What is the difference?

Abigail's Plan and Plea - 1 Samuel 25:14-35
14 But one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal's wife, saying, "Behold, David sent messengers from the
wilderness to greet our master, and he scorned them. 15 Yet the men were very good to us, and we were not
insulted, nor did we miss anything as long as we went about with them, while we were in the fields. 16 They
were a wall to us both by night and by day, all the time we were with them tending the sheep. 17 Now therefore,
know and consider what you should do, for evil is plotted against our master and against all his household; and
he is such a worthless man that no one can speak to him." 18 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves
of bread and two jugs of wine and five sheep already prepared and five measures of roasted grain and a hundred
clusters of raisins and two hundred cakes of figs, and loaded them on donkeys. 19 She said to her young men,
"Go on before me; behold, I am coming after you." But she did not tell her husband Nabal. 20 It came about as
she was riding on her donkey and coming down by the hidden part of the mountain, that behold, David and his
men were coming down toward her; so she met them. 21 Now David had said, "Surely in vain I have guarded all
that this man has in the wilderness, so that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him; and he has returned
me evil for good. 22 May God do so to the enemies of David, and more also, if by morning I leave as much as one
male of any who belong to him."

23 When Abigail saw David, she hurried and dismounted from her donkey, and fell on her face before David and
bowed herself to the ground. 24 She fell at his feet and said, "On me alone, my lord, be the blame. And please let
your maidservant speak to you, and listen to the words of your maidservant. 25 Please do not let my lord pay
attention to this worthless man, Nabal, for as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his name and folly is with him; but I
your maidservant did not see the young men of my lord whom you sent.

26 "Now therefore, my lord, as the Lord lives, and as your soul lives, since the Lord has restrained you from
shedding blood, and from avenging yourself by your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek
evil against my lord, be as Nabal, 27 Now let this gift which your maidservant has brought to my lord be given to
the young men who accompany my lord. 28 Please forgive the transgression of your maidservant; for the Lord
will certainly make for my lord an enduring house, because my lord is fighting the battles of the Lord, and evil will
not be found in you all your days. 29 Should anyone rise up to pursue you and to seek your life, then the life of
my lord shall be bound in the bundle of the living with the Lord your God; but the lives of your enemies He will
sling out as from the hollow of a sling. 30 And when the Lord does for my lord according to all the good that He
has spoken concerning you, and appoints you ruler over Israel, 31 this will not cause grief or a troubled heart to
my lord, both by having shed blood without cause and by my lord having avenged himself. When the Lord deals
well with my lord, then remember your maidservant." 32 Then David said to Abigail, "Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, who sent you this day to meet me, 33 and blessed be your discernment, and blessed be you, who have
kept me this day from bloodshed and from [ab]avenging myself by my own hand. 34 Nevertheless, as the Lord
God of Israel lives, who has restrained me from harming you, unless you had come quickly to meet me, surely
there would not have been left to Nabal until the morning light as much as one male." 35 So David received from
her hand what she had brought him and said to her, "Go up to your house in peace. See, I have listened to you
and [ae]granted your request."

Abigail who could be confused with supermodel and a rocket scientist. Verse 3 describes her as "discerning
and beautiful.”, finds out about Nabal's negligence of David's men.



The young servant told her, "David sent messengers out of the wilderness to greet our master, and he railed at
them. yet the men were very good to us, and we suffered no harm...Now... harm is determined against our
master and against all his house, and he is such a worthless man that one cannot speak to him" (v. 14-15, 17).
The servant perceives Nabal's absurdity in sending away David's men.

● Abigail acted quickly and gathered bread, wine, sheep, grain, and fruit to send them with the
young man to David. She follows behind the young servant and when she meets David, she
pleaded with him to not kill Nabal or his household.

Abigail practically calls David out for wanting to kill Nabal, telling him that he would have blood on his hands.
“As the LORD lives," she said, "and as your soul lives, because the LORD has restrained you from bloodguilt
and from saving with your own hand, now then let your enemies and those who seek to do evil to my lord be
as Nabal" (v. 26).

Notice how David responds with an open heart and mind, seeing his sin and tendency toward revenge. He
blesses Abigail for her discretion and warning him of the wrong he would have committed

We should be responsive when God sends people into our lives to show us the right thing to do.

● By His mercy, God saved David from committing a terrible sin. He will do the same for us if we
open our hearts to His truth.

Nabal's Death, David and Abigail's Marriage - 1 Samuel 25:36-44
36 Then Abigail came to Nabal, and behold, he was holding a feast in his house, like the feast of a king. And
Nabal's heart was merry within him, for he was very drunk; so she did not tell him anything at all until the
morning light. 37 But in the morning, when the wine had gone out of Nabal, his wife told him these things, and
his heart died within him so that he became as a stone. 38 About ten days later, the Lord struck Nabal and he
died. 39 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said, "Blessed be the Lord, who has pleaded the cause of my
reproach from the hand of Nabal and has kept back His servant from evil. The Lord has also returned the
evildoing of Nabal on his own head." Then David sent a proposal to Abigail, to take her as his wife, 40 When the
servants of David came to Abigail at Carmel, they spoke to her, saying, "David has sent us to you to take you as
his wife." 41 She arose and bowed with her face to the ground and said, "Behold, your maidservant is a maid to
wash the feet of my lord's servants." 42 Then Abigail quickly arose, and rode on a donkey, with her five maidens
who attended her; and she followed the messengers of David and became his wife. 43 David had also taken
Ahinoam of Jezreel, and they both became his wives. 44 Now Saul had given Michal his daughter, David's wife, to
Palti the son of Laish, who was from Gallim.

After Abigail and David's conversation, Abigail went to her husband to tell him what happened.

The text says Nabal's "heart died within him, and he became as stone." The news is devastating to Nabal that
he became a vegetable.

● Ten days later, the LORD takes Nabal's life.
● David did not take matters into his own hand and God repaid Nabal's evil with justice.

When David hears of this, he praises God, saying, "Blessed be the Lord who has avenged the insult I received
at the hand of Nabal, and has kept back His servant from wrongdoing."

When we are faithful to the Lord and pursue Him and His goodness, He will take care of our enemies or the
sour circumstances in our lives.

● We are called to be holy, not avengers of evil.



Know that God is infinitely faithful, even when we are not.

A few questions I asked myself from this Chapter:
1. Have I been tempted not to confront someone because I know how

godly they are?

2. What were times when I was warned not to do something, but I ignored it and what were the result of
those decisions?

3. Do I doubt that God is sovereign and providential in my life, so I want to take matters into my own hands
instead of trusting Him?

4. Am I more of a person to take things in my own hands (David) or confront someone that is (Abigail) in my
life?



Part 7

Saul and His Sons Slain - 1 Samuel 31:1-6

1Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel, and the men of Israel fled from before the Philistines and  fell
slain on Mount Gilboa. 2The Philistines overtook Saul and his sons; and the Philistines killed Jonathan and
Abinadab and Malchi-shua the sons of Saul. 3The battle went heavily against Saul, and the archers hit him;  and
he was badly wounded by the archers. 4Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword and pierce  me
through with it, otherwise these uncircumcised will come and pierce me through and make sport of me.”  But
his armor bearer would not, for he was greatly afraid. So Saul took his sword and fell on it. 5When his armor
bearer saw that Saul was dead, he also fell on his sword and died with him. 6Thus Saul died with his three sons,
his armor bearer, and all his men on that day together.

David Learns of Saul’s Death - 2 Samuel 1:1-16

1Now it came about after the death of Saul, when David had returned from the slaughter of the Amalekites,
that David remained two days in Ziklag. 2On the third day, behold, a man came out of the camp from Saul, with
his clothes torn and dust on his head. And it came about when he came to David that he fell to the ground and
prostrated himself. 3Then David said to him, “From where do you come?” And he said to him, “I have escaped
from the camp of Israel.” 4David said to him, “How did things go? Please tell me.” And he said, “The people  have
fled from the battle, and also many of the people have fallen and are dead; and Saul and Jonathan his  son are
dead also.” 5So David said to the young man who told him, “How do you know that Saul and his son  Jonathan
are dead?” 6The young man who told him said, “By chance I happened to be on Mount Gilboa, and  behold, Saul
was leaning on his spear. And behold, the chariots and the horsemen pursued him  closely. 7When he looked
behind him, he saw me and called to me. And I said, ‘Here I am.’ 8He said to me,  ‘Who are you?’ And I answered
him, ‘I am an Amalekite.’ 9Then he said to me, ‘Please stand beside me and  kill me, for agony has seized me
because my life still lingers in me.’ 10So I stood beside him and killed him,  because I knew that he could not live
after he had fallen. And I took the crown which was on his head and the  bracelet which was on his arm, and I
have brought them here to my lord.”
11Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them, and so also did all the men who were with him. 12They
mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul and his son Jonathan and for the people of the LORD and
the house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword. 13David said to the young man who told him, “Where
are you from?” And he answered, “I am the son of an alien, an Amalekite.” 14Then David said to him, “How is it
you were not afraid to stretch out your hand to destroy the LORD’S anointed?” 15And David called one of the
young men and said, “Go, cut him down.” So he struck him and he died. 16David said to him, “Your  blood is on
your head, for your mouth has testified against you, saying, ‘I have killed the LORD’S anointed.’ ”

David’s Dirge for Saul and Jonathan - 2 Samuel 1:17-27

17Then David chanted with this lament over Saul and Jonathan his son, 18and he told them to teach the
sons of Judah the song of the bow; behold, it is written in the book of Jashar.

19“Your beauty, O Israel, is slain on your high places!
How have the mighty fallen!
20Tell it not in Gath,



Proclaim it not in the streets of Ashkelon,
Or the daughters of the Philistines will rejoice,
The daughters of the uncircumcised will exult.
21O mountains of Gilboa,
Let not dew or rain be on you, nor fields of offerings;
For there the shield of the mighty was defiled,
The shield of Saul, not anointed with oil.
22From the blood of the slain, from the fat of the mighty,
The bow of Jonathan did not turn back,
And the sword of Saul did not return empty.
23Saul and Jonathan, beloved and pleasant in their life,
And in their death they were not parted;
They were swifter than eagles,
They were stronger than lions.
24O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
Who clothed you luxuriously in scarlet,
Who put ornaments of gold on your apparel.
25How have the mighty fallen in the midst of the battle!
Jonathan is slain on your high places.
26I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
You have been very pleasant to me.
Your love to me was more wonderful
Than the love of women.
27How have the mighty fallen,
And the weapons of war perished!”



Part 8

Abner Joins David - 2 SAMUEL 3:1-25 (ESV)

3 There was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David. And David grew stronger and
stronger,  while the house of Saul became weaker and weaker. 2And sons were born to David at Hebron: his
firstborn was Amnon,  of Ahinoam of Jezreel; 3and his second, Chileab, of Abigail the widow of Nabal of Carmel;
and the third, Absalom the son  of Maacah the daughter of Talmai king of Geshur; 4and the fourth, Adonijah the
son of Haggith; and the fifth, Shephatiah  the son of Abital; 5and the sixth, Ithream, of Eglah, David's wife. These
were born to David in Hebron. 6While there was  war between the house of Saul and the house of David, Abner
was making himself strong in the house of Saul. 7Now Saul had a concubine whose name was Rizpah, the
daughter of Aiah. And Ish-bosheth said to Abner, "Why have you  gone in to my father's concubine?" 8Then
Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-bosheth and said, "Am I a dog's  head of Judah? To this day I keep
showing steadfast love to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers, and to his  friends, and have not given
you into the hand of David. And yet you charge me today with a fault concerning a woman. 9God do so to Abner
and more also, if I do not accomplish for David what the Lord has sworn to him, 10to transfer the  kingdom from
the house of Saul and set up the throne of David over Israel and over Judah, from Dan to Beersheba." 11And
Ish-bosheth could not answer Abner another word, because he feared him. 12And Abner sent messengers to
David on his behalf, saying, "To whom does the land belong? Make your covenant with me, and behold, my hand
shall  be with you to bring over all Israel to you." 13And he said, "Good; I will make a covenant with you. But one
thing I  require of you; that is, you shall not see my face unless you first bring Michal, Saul's daughter, when you
come to see my  face." 14Then David sent messengers to Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, saying, "Give me my wife
Michal, for whom I paid the  bridal price of a hundred foreskins of the Philistines." 15And Ish-bosheth sent and
took her from her husband Paltiel the  son of Laish. 16But her husband went with her, weeping after her all the
way to Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, "Go,  return." And he returned.
17And Abner conferred with the elders of Israel, saying, "For some time past you have been seeking David as
king over  you. 18Now then bring it about, for the Lord has promised David, saying, 'By the hand of my servant
David I will save my  people Israel from the hand of the Philistines, and from the hand of all their enemies.'"
19Abner also spoke to Benjamin.  And then Abner went to tell David at Hebron all that Israel and the whole
house of Benjamin thought good to do. 20When Abner came with twenty men to David at Hebron, David made a
feast for Abner and the men who were with  him. 21And Abner said to David, "I will arise and go and will gather
all Israel to my lord the king, that they may make a  covenant with you, and that you may reign over all that
your heart desires." So David sent Abner away, and he went in  peace. 22Just then the servants of David arrived
with Joab from a raid, bringing much spoil with them. But Abner was  not with David at Hebron, for he had sent
him away, and he had gone in peace. 23When Joab and all the army that was  with him came, it was told Joab,
"Abner the son of Ner came to the king, and he has let him go, and he has gone in  peace." 24Then Joab went to
the king and said, "What have you done? Behold, Abner came to you. Why is it that you  have sent him away, so
that he is gone? 25You know that Abner the son of Ner came to deceive you and to know your  going out and
your coming in, and to know all that you are doing."

Joab Murders Abner - 2 SAMUEL 3:26-30 (ESV)

26When Joab came out from David's presence, he sent messengers after Abner, and they brought him back from
the  cistern of Sirah. But David did not know about it. 27And when Abner returned to Hebron, Joab took him
aside into the  midst of the gate to speak with him privately, and there he struck him in the stomach, so that he
died, for the blood of  Asahel his brother. 28Afterward, when David heard of it, he said, "I and my kingdom are



forever guiltless before the Lord  for the blood of Abner the son of Ner. 29May it fall upon the head of Joab and
upon all his father's house, and may the house of Joab never be without one who has a discharge or who is
leprous or who holds a spindle or who falls by the  sword or who lacks bread!" 30So Joab and Abishai his brother
killed Abner, because he had put their brother Asahel to  death in the battle at Gibeon.

David Mourns Abner - 2 SAMUEL 3:31-39 (ESV)

31Then David said to Joab and to all the people who were with him, "Tear your clothes and put on sackcloth and
mourn  before Abner." And King David followed the bier. 32They buried Abner at Hebron. And the king lifted up
his voice and  wept at the grave of Abner, and all the people wept. 33And the king lamented for Abner, saying,
"Should Abner die as a  fool dies? 34Your hands were not bound; your feet were not fettered; as one falls before
the wicked you have fallen."  And all the people wept again over him. 35Then all the people came to persuade
David to eat bread while it was yet day.  But David swore, saying, "God do so to me and more also, if I taste
bread or anything else till the sun goes down!" 36And all the people took notice of it, and it pleased them, as
everything that the king did pleased all the people. 37So all the  people and all Israel understood that day that it
had not been the king's will to put to death Abner the son of Ner. 38And  the king said to his servants, "Do you
not know that a prince and a great man has fallen this day in Israel? 39And I was  gentle today, though anointed
king. These men, the sons of Zeruiah, are more severe than I. The Lord repay the  evildoer according to his
wickedness!"

• What was the ‘last straw’ that caused Abner to ‘betray’ Ishbosheth?
• Was Joab ‘justified’ in his killing of Abner the ‘enemy’ of David?
• David’s curse of Joab is similar to Elisha’s curse of Gehazi in 2 Kings 5!

Ish-bosheth Murdered - 2 SAMUEL 4:1-12

4 When Ish-bosheth, Saul's son, heard that Abner had died at Hebron, his courage failed, and all Israel was
dismayed. 2Now Saul's son had two men who were captains of raiding bands; the name of the one was Baanah,
and the name of  the other Rechab, sons of Rimmon a man of Benjamin from Beeroth (for Beeroth also is
counted part of Benjamin; 3the  Beerothites fled to Gittaim and have been sojourners there to this day).
4Jonathan, the son of Saul, had a son who was  crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the news about
Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel, and his nurse took  him up and fled, and as she fled in her haste, he fell
and became lame. And his name was Mephibosheth. 5Now the  sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and
Baanah, set out, and about the heat of the day they came to the house of  Ish-bosheth as he was taking his
noonday rest. 6And they came into the midst of the house as if to get wheat, and they  stabbed him in the
stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. 7When they came into the house, as he lay  on his bed
in his bedroom, they struck him and put him to death and beheaded him. They took his head and went by  the
way of the Arabah all night, 8and brought the head of Ish-bosheth to David at Hebron. And they said to the king,
"Here is the head of Ish-bosheth, the son of Saul, your enemy, who sought your life. The Lord has avenged my
lord the  king this day on Saul and on his offspring." 9But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the
sons of Rimmon  the Beerothite, "As the Lord lives, who has redeemed my life out of every adversity, 10when one
told me, 'Behold, Saul is  dead,' and thought he was bringing good news, I seized him and killed him at Ziklag,
which was the reward I gave him for  his news. 11How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous man
in his own house on his bed, shall I not now  require his blood at your hand and destroy you from the earth?"
12And David commanded his young men, and they  killed them and cut off their hands and feet and hanged them
beside the pool at Hebron. But they took the head of Ish bosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner at Hebron.

● Appears the two sons of Rimmon the Beerothite hadn’t heard what happened to the Amalekite
who claimed to have killed King Saul on Mount Gilboa?



David Anointed King of Israel - 2 Samuel 5:1-16

5 Then all the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron and said, "Behold, we are your bone and flesh. 2In times
past,  when Saul was king over us, it was you who led out and brought in Israel. And the Lord said to you, 'You
shall be  shepherd of my people Israel, and you shall be prince over Israel.'" 3So all the elders of Israel came to
the king at  Hebron, and King David made a covenant with them at Hebron before the Lord, and they anointed
David king over  Israel. 4David was thirty years old when he began to reign, and he reigned forty years. 5At
Hebron he reigned over  Judah seven years and six months, and at Jerusalem he reigned over all Israel and Judah
thirty-three years. 6And the king and his men went to Jerusalem against the Jebusites, the inhabitants of the
land, who said to David, "You  will not come in here, but the blind and the lame will ward you off"—thinking,
"David cannot come in here." 7Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion, that is, the city of David. 8And
David said on that day, "Whoever would  strike the Jebusites, let him get up the water shaft to attack 'the lame
and the blind,' who are hated by David's soul."  Therefore it is said, "The blind and the lame shall not come into
the house." 9And David lived in the stronghold and called it the city of David. And David built the city all around
from the Millo inward. 10And David became greater and  greater, for the Lord, the God of hosts, was with him.
11And Hiram king of Tyre sent messengers to David, and cedar trees, also carpenters and masons who built David
a  house. 12And David knew that the Lord had established him king over Israel, and that he had exalted his
kingdom for the  sake of his people Israel. 13And David took more concubines and wives from Jerusalem, after he
came from Hebron, and more sons and daughters  were born to David. 14And these are the names of those who
were born to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab,  Nathan, Solomon, 15Ibhar, Elishua, Nepheg, Japhia, 16
Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

David Defeats the Philistines - 2 Samuel5:17-25

17When the Philistines heard that David had been anointed king over Israel, all the Philistines went up to search
for  David. But David heard of it and went down to the stronghold. 18Now the Philistines had come and spread
out in the  Valley of Rephaim. 19And David inquired of the Lord, "Shall I go up against the Philistines? Will you
give them into my  hand?" And the Lord said to David, "Go up, for I will certainly give the Philistines into your
hand." 20And David came to  Baal-perazim, and David defeated them there. And he said, "The Lord has broken
through my enemies before me like a  breaking flood." Therefore the name of that place is called Baal-perazim.
21And the Philistines left their idols there, and David and his men carried them away.
22And the Philistines came up yet again and spread out in the Valley of Rephaim. 23And when David inquired of
the Lord,  he said, "You shall not go up; go around to their rear, and come against them opposite the balsam
trees. 24And when  you hear the sound of marching in the tops of the balsam trees, then rouse yourself, for then
the Lord has gone out  before you to strike down the army of the Philistines." 25And David did as the Lord
commanded him, and struck down  the Philistines from Geba to Gezer.

● Interesting that David inquires of the Lord twice here and several other times in 1 Samuel for
guidance in dealing with the Philistines and the Amalekites… but no mention is made of David
inquiring of the Lord as to his ‘marital’ decisions? In Hebron he had six sons by six wives. Then in
Jerusalem, David takes on more concubines and wives and is recorded to have an additional
eleven sons (there were daughters as well but not named in this list). This explains his son
Solomon’s  obsession with wives and concubines.

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem - 2 Samuel 6:1-4

6 David again gathered all the chosen men of Israel, thirty thousand. 2And David arose and went with all the
people  who were with him from Baale-judah to bring up from there the ark of God, which is called by the
name of the Lord of  hosts who sits enthroned on the cherubim. 3And they carried the ark of God on a new
cart and brought it out of the  house of Abinadab, which was on the hill. And Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of
Abinadab, were driving the new cart, 4with  the ark of God, and Ahio went before the ark.



Uzzah and the Ark - 2 Samuel 6:5-15

5And David and all the house of Israel were celebrating before the Lord, with songs and lyres and harps and
tambourines  and castanets and cymbals. 6And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out
his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of the Lord was kindled
against Uzzah, and God struck  him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God.
8And David was angry because the Lord  had broken out against Uzzah. And that place is called Perez-uzzah to
this day. 9And David was afraid of the Lord that day, and he said, "How can the ark of the Lord come to me?"
10So David was not willing to take the ark of the Lord into  the city of David. But David took it aside to the house
of Obed-edom the Gittite. 11And the ark of the Lord remained in  the house of Obed-edom the Gittite three
months, and the Lord blessed Obed-edom and all his household. 12And it was told King David, "The Lord has
blessed the household of Obed-edom and all that belongs to him, because of  the ark of God." So David went
and brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-edom to the city of David with  rejoicing. 13And when
those who bore the ark of the Lord had gone six steps, he sacrificed an ox and a fattened animal. 14And David
danced before the Lord with all his might. And David was wearing a linen ephod. 15So David and all the house of
Israel brought up the ark of the Lord with shouting and with the sound of the horn.

David and Michal - 2 Samuel 6:16-23

16As the ark of the Lord came into the city of David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked out of the window and
saw King  David leaping and dancing before the Lord, and she despised him in her heart. 17And they brought in
the ark of the Lord  and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for it. And David offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings  before the Lord. 18And when David had finished offering the burnt offerings and
the peace offerings, he blessed the  people in the name of the Lord of hosts 19and distributed among all the
people, the whole multitude of Israel, both men  and women, a cake of bread, a portion of meat, and a cake of
raisins to each one. Then all the people departed, each to  his house.
20And David returned to bless his household. But Michal the daughter of Saul came out to meet David and said,
"How  the king of Israel honored himself today, uncovering himself today before the eyes of his servants' female
servants, as  one of the vulgar fellows shamelessly uncovers himself!" 21And David said to Michal, "It was before
the Lord, who chose  me above your father and above all his house, to appoint me as prince over Israel, the
people of the Lord—and I will celebrate before the Lord. 22I will make myself yet more contemptible than this,
and I will be abased in your eyes. But  by the female servants of whom you have spoken, by them I shall be held
in honor." 23And Michal the daughter of Saul  had no child to the day of her death.

● What had David and his men done ‘wrong’ in bringing the Ark to Jerusalem? See
Numbers 4:5-14

● Why did Uzzah die when he touched the Ark? See Numbers 4:15
● Did David do anything wrong in his ‘dancing’ to the Lord?

The Lord's Covenant with David - 2 Samuel 7:1-17

7 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the
king said  to Nathan the prophet, "See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent."
3And Nathan said to  the king, "Go, do all that is in your heart, for the Lord is with you." 4But that same night the
word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5"Go and tell my servant David, 'Thus says the Lord: Would  you build me a
house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt  to this
day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the
people  of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people
Israel, saying,  "Why have you not built me a house of cedar?"' 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant
David, 'Thus says the  Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be
prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies
from before you. And I will make for  you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth.10And I will
appoint a place for my people Israel and will  plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be



disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no  more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed
judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your  enemies. Moreover, the Lord declares to you
that the Lord will make you a house. 12When your days are fulfilled and  you lie down with your fathers, I will
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will  establish his kingdom. 13He shall
build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I  will be to him a father, and
he shall be to me a son. When he commits iniquity, I will discipline him with the rod of men,  with the stripes of
the sons of men, 15but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put  away from
before you. 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be
established forever.'" 17In accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke
to  David.

David's Prayer of Gratitude - 2 Samuel 7:18-29

18Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, "Who am I, O Lord God, and what is my house, that
you have  brought me thus far? 19And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God. You have spoken also
of your servant's  house for a great while to come, and this is instruction for mankind, O Lord God! 20And what
more can David say to  you? For you know your servant, O Lord God! 21Because of your promise, and according
to your own heart, you have  brought about all this greatness, to make your servant know it. 22Therefore you are
great, O Lord God. For there is none  like you, and there is no God besides you, according to all that we have
heard with our ears. 23And who is like your  people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went to redeem to
be his people, making himself a name and doing  for them great and awesome things by driving out before your
people, whom you redeemed for yourself from Egypt, a  nation and its gods? 24And you established for yourself
your people Israel to be your people forever. And you, O Lord,  became their God. 25And now, O Lord God,
confirm forever the word that you have spoken concerning your servant and concerning his house, and do as
you have spoken. 26And your name will be magnified forever, saying, 'The Lord of hosts  is God over Israel,' and
the house of your servant David will be established before you. 27For you, O Lord of hosts, the  God of Israel,
have made this revelation to your servant, saying, 'I will build you a house.' Therefore your servant has  found
courage to pray this prayer to you. 28And now, O Lord God, you are God, and your words are true, and you have
promised this good thing to your servant. 29Now therefore may it please you to bless the house of your servant,
so that  it may continue forever before you. For you, O Lord God, have spoken, and with your blessing shall the
house of your  servant be blessed forever."

● This is the first mention of the Davidic Covenant where Christ is the ultimate fulfillment of
the  everlasting reign.





Part 9

David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth - 2 Samuel 9:6-10 NASB

6Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and prostrated  himself.
And David said, “Mephibosheth.” And he said, “Here is your servant!” 7David said to him, “Do not fear,  for I will
surely show kindness to you for the sake of your father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the land of  your
grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table regularly.” 8Again he prostrated himself and said, “What is  your
servant, that you should regard a dead dog like me?”

9Then the king called Saul’s servant Ziba and said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I have
given to your master’s grandson. 10You and your sons and your servants shall cultivate the land for him, and
you shall bring in the produce so that your master’s grandson may have food; nevertheless Mephibosheth your
master’s grandson shall eat at my table regularly.”

• Why is David reaching out to anyone related to Saul?
• Was he obligated to help Mephibosheth?

Bathsheba, David’s Great Sin - 2 Samuel 11 NKJV
1Then it happened in the spring, at the time when kings go out to battle, that David sent Joab and his servants
with him and all Israel, and they destroyed the sons of Ammon and besieged Rabbah. But David stayed at
Jerusalem. 2Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the king’s
house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in appearance. 3So  David
sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the  wife of
Uriah the Hittite?”

4David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay with her; and when she had purified
herself from her uncleanness, she returned to her house. 5The woman conceived; and she sent and told  David,
and said, “I am pregnant.”

6Then David sent to Joab, saying, “Send me Uriah the Hittite.” So Joab sent Uriah to David. 7When Uriah  came
to him, David asked concerning the welfare of Joab and the people and the state of the war. 8Then  David said to
Uriah, “Go down to your house, and wash your feet.” And Uriah went out of the king’s house, and  a present
from the king was sent out after him. 9But Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house with all the  servants of his
lord, and did not go down to his house. 10Now when they told David, saying, “Uriah did not go  down to his
house,” David said to Uriah, “Have you not come from a journey? Why did you not go down to your  house?”
11Uriah said to David, “The ark and Israel and Judah are staying in temporary shelters, and my lord Joab and the
servants of my lord are camping in the open field. Shall I then go to my house to eat and to drink  and to lie with
my wife? By your life and the life of your soul, I will not do this thing.” 12Then David said to  Uriah, “Stay here
today also, and tomorrow I will let you go.” So Uriah remained in Jerusalem that day and the next. 13Now David
called him, and he ate and drank before him, and he made him drunk; and in the evening  he went out to lie on
his bed with his lord’s servants, but he did not go down to his house.14Now in the  morning David wrote a letter
to Joab and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15He had written in the letter, saying,  “Place Uriah in the front line of
the fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he may be struck down and  die.” 16So it was as Joab kept
watch on the city, that he put Uriah at the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17The men of the city
went out and fought against Joab, and some of the people among David’s  servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite



also died. 18Then Joab sent and reported to David all the events of the war.  19He charged the messenger,
saying, “When you have finished telling all the events of the war to the king,  20and if it happens that the king’s
wrath rises and he says to you, ‘Why did you go so near to the city to fight?  Did you not know that they would
shoot from the wall? 21Who struck down Abimelech the son of  Jerubbesheth? Did not a woman throw an
upper millstone on him from the wall so that he died at Thebez?  Why did you go so near the wall?’—then you
shall say, ‘Your servant Uriah the Hittite is dead also.’ ”

22So the messenger departed and came and reported to David all that Joab had sent him to tell. 23The
messenger said to David, “The men prevailed against us and came out against us in the field, but we pressed
them as far as the entrance of the gate. 24Moreover, the archers shot at your servants from the wall; so some
of the king’s servants are dead, and your servant Uriah the Hittite is also dead.” 25Then David said to the
messenger, “Thus you shall say to Joab, ‘Do not let this thing displease you, for the sword devours one as well
as another; make your battle against the city stronger and overthrow it’; and so encourage him.”

26Now when the wife of Uriah heard that Uriah her husband was dead, she mourned for her husband. 27When
the time of mourning was over, David sent and brought her to his house and she became his wife; then she bore
him a son. But the thing that David had done was evil in the sight of the Lord.

Nathan Rebukes David - 2 Samuel 12:7-14 NKJV
7Nathan then said to David, “You are the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel, ‘It is I who anointed you king
over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8I also gave you your master’s house and your
master’s wives into your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I
would have added to you many more things like these! 9Why have you despised the word of the Lord by doing
evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife,  and
have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon. 10Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from
your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.’
11Thus says the Lord, ‘Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household; I will even take your
wives before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives in broad daylight.
12Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.’ ” 13Then David said to
Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, “The Lord also has taken away your sin;  you
shall not die. 14However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the Lord to
blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die.”

Loss of a Child & Solomon Born - 2 Samuel 12:19-25 NKJV
“Is the child dead?” And they said, “He is dead.” 20So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed himself,
and changed his clothes; and he came into the house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he came to his own
house, and when he requested, they set food before him and he ate.

24Then David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and went in to her and lay with her; and she gave birth to a son,
and he named him Solomon. Now the Lord loved him 25and sent word through Nathan the prophet, and he
named him Jedidiah (beloved of the Lord) for the Lord’s sake.

Recapping the victories of King David - 2 Samuel 8
David becomes King of Judah in 2 Samuel 2 | Since becoming King of Israel (2 Samuel 5), David has
defeated:

• Philistines | Moabites | Zobah | Arameans | Edomites | Ammonites

David’s Kindness to Mephibosheth - 2 Samuel 9:6-10 NASB
• Why is David reaching out to anyone related to Saul?

• Was he obligated to help Mephibosheth?



Bathsheba, David’s Great Sin - 2 Samuel 11 NKJV
• Significance of Uriah being a Hitite

• Lust of the Flesh

• Adultery

• Kid out of wedlock

• Plotting to cover up the bastard child multiple times

• Having Uriah killed, because of what David had done

• Was Bathsheba innocent?

Nathan Rebukes David - 2 Samuel 12:7-14 NKJV
• Nathan sent by the Lord

• Tells David a story. David is outraged and tells Nathan how that man should be punished,
deserves to  die (to be exact).

• Nathan says, dude, that guy is you!

• Lord says through Nathan, is it not me who did x,y,z???

• Some serious spoiler alerts in this passage.

Loss of a Child & Solomon Born - 2 Samuel 12:19-25 NKJV
• How does David react to the dying versus the dead child?

• Solomon is a pretty important kiddo.





Part 10

David Flees Jerusalem - 2 Samuel 15:13-37 NASB
13Then a messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of the men of Israel are with Absalom.”
Who is Absalom?

It had been the long desire of Absalom to replace his father David on the throne of Israel. (2 Sam 15).
He  harboured anger in his heart that turned to bitterness and hatred against his father after his sister
Tamar was  raped by their half brother Amnon. David was angry but failed to deal with the matter.
After two years, Absalom  took matters into his own hands and murdered Amnon at Baal-hazor (2 Sam
13.28-29). Absalom fled to Geshur  (home of his mother’s family) where he remained for three years.
David was tricked into receiving him back; but it  was a further two years before he would meet with
Absalom (2 Samuel 14).

Absalom was handsome, gifted, and charismatic. His appearance was enhanced by the luxurious
growth of his  hair. He made full use of his position as prince (2 Sam 15.1) to charm and win the
hearts of the people. When  Absalom thought he had adequate support, he declared himself king in
Hebron (2 Sam 15.10) forcing David to  flee from Jerusalem.

14David said to all his servants who were with him at Jerusalem, “Arise and let us flee, for otherwise none of
us will escape from Absalom. Go in haste, or he will overtake us quickly and bring down calamity on us and
strike the city with the edge of the sword.” 15Then the king’s servants said to the king, “Behold, your servants
are ready to do whatever my lord the king chooses.” 16So the king went out and all his household with him.
But the king left ten concubines to keep the house. 17The king went out and all the people with him, and they
stopped at the last house. 18Now all his servants passed on beside him, all the Cherethites, all the Pelethites
and all the Gittites, six hundred men who had come with him from Gath, passed on before the king.

19Then the king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why will you also go with us? Return and remain with the king, for you
are a foreigner and also an exile; return to your own place. 20You came only yesterday, and shall I today make
you wander with us, while I go where I will? Return and take back your brothers; mercy and truth be with you.”
21But Ittai answered the king and said, “As the Lord lives, and as my lord the king lives, surely wherever my  lord
the king may be, whether for death or for life, there also your servant will be.” 22Therefore David said to  Ittai,
“Go and pass over.” So Ittai the Gittite passed over with all his men and all the little ones who were with  him.
23While all the country was weeping with a loud voice, all the people passed over. The king also passed  over the
brook Kidron, and all the people passed over toward the way of the wilderness.

24Now behold, Zadok also came, and all the Levites with him carrying the ark of the covenant of God. And
they set down the ark of God, and Abiathar came up until all the people had finished passing from the city.
25The king said to Zadok, “Return the ark of God to the city. If I find favor in the sight of the Lord, then He will
bring me back again and show me both it and His habitation. 26But if He should say thus, ‘I have no delight in
you,’ behold, here I am, let Him do to me as seems good to Him.” 27The king said also to Zadok the priest,  “Are
you not a seer? Return to the city in peace and your two sons with you, your son Ahimaaz and Jonathan  the
son of Abiathar. 28See, I am going to wait at the fords of the wilderness until word comes from you to  inform
me.” 29Therefore Zadok and Abiathar returned the ark of God to Jerusalem and remained there.

30And David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives, and wept as he went, and his head was covered and
he walked barefoot. Then all the people who were with him each covered his head and went up weeping as



they went. 31Now someone told David, saying, “Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom.” And
David said, “O Lord, I pray, make the counsel of Ahithophel foolishness.”

Who is Ahithophel?

Ahithophel was a cherished and esteemed companion of David. They enjoyed a close friendship, not
unlike that  between David and Jonathan. Psalm 55.12-14 refers to this relationship: "A man mine
equal, my guide, and mine  acquaintance. We took sweet council together, and walked unto the house
of God in company". David depended  upon Ahithophel’s wise counsel (2 Sam 16.23). Ahithophel first
comes to our attention just prior to Absalom’s  rebellion when he (Ahithophel) left Jerusalem and the
palace to return to his home in Giloh (2 Sam 15.12).

32It happened as David was coming to the summit, where God was worshiped, that behold, Hushai the Archite
met him with his coat torn and dust on his head. 33David said to him, “If you pass over with me, then you will
be a burden to me. 34But if you return to the city, and say to Absalom, ‘I will be your servant, O king; as I have
been your father’s servant in time past, so I will now be your servant,’ then you can thwart the counsel of
Ahithophel for me. 35Are not Zadok and Abiathar the priests with you there? So it shall be that whatever you
hear from the king’s house, you shall report to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 36Behold their two sons are
with them there, Ahimaaz, Zadok’s son and Jonathan, Abiathar’s son; and by them you shall send me
everything that you hear.” 37So Hushai, David’s friend, came into the city, and Absalom came into Jerusalem.

Shimei Curses David - 2 Samuel 16:5-13 NIV
5As King David approached Bahurim, a man from the same clan as Saul’s family came out from there. His name
was Shimei son of Gera, and he cursed as he came out. 6He pelted David and all the king’s officials with stones,
though all the troops and the special guard were on David’s right and left. 7As he cursed, Shimei said, “Get out,
get out, you murderer, you scoundrel! 8The Lord has repaid you for all the blood you shed in the household of
Saul, in whose place you have reigned. The Lord has given the kingdom into the hands of your son Absalom. You
have come to ruin because you are a murderer!” 9Then Abishai son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this
dead dog curse my lord the king? Let me go over and cut off his head.” 10But the king said, “What does this
have to do with you, you sons of Zeruiah? If he is cursing because the Lord said to him, ‘Curse David,’ who can
ask, ‘Why do you do this?’ ”11David then said to Abishai and all his officials, “My son, my own flesh and blood, is
trying to kill me. How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse, for the Lord has told
him to. 12It may be that the Lord will look upon my misery and restore to me his covenant blessing instead of
his curse today.” 13So David and his men continued along the road while Shimei was going along the hillside
opposite him, cursing as he went and throwing stones at him and showering him with dirt. 14The king and all
the people with him arrived at their destination exhausted. And there he refreshed himself.

The Advice of Ahithophel and Hushai (2 Samuel 16:18-23 NIV)
18Hushai said to Absalom, “No, the one chosen by the Lord, by these people, and by all the men of Israel—his I
will be, and I will remain with him. 19Furthermore, whom should I serve? Should I not serve the son? Just as I
served your father, so I will serve you.” 20Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give us your advice. What should we
do?” 21Ahithophel answered, “Sleep with your father’s concubines whom he left to take care of the palace.
Then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself obnoxious to your father, and the hands of everyone with
you will be more resolute.” 22So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, and he slept with his father’s
concubines in the sight of all Israel. 23Now in those days the advice Ahithophel gave was like that of one who
inquires of God. That was how both David and Absalom regarded all of Ahithophel’s advice.

Absolom Slain - 2 Samuel 18:1-18 NASB
1Then David numbered the people who were with him and set over them commanders of thousands and
commanders of hundreds. 2David sent the people out, one third under the command of Joab, one third under
the command of Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and one third under the command of Ittai the



Gittite. And the king said to the people, “I myself will surely go out with you also.” 3But the people said, “You
should not go out; for if we indeed flee, they will not care about us; even if half of us die, they will not care
about us. But you are worth ten thousand of us; therefore now it is better that you be ready to help us from the
city.” 4Then the king said to them, “Whatever seems best to you I will do.” So the king stood beside the gate,
and all the people went out by hundreds and thousands. 5The king charged Joab and Abishai and Ittai, saying,
“Deal gently for my sake with the young man Absalom.” And all the people heard when the king charged all the
commanders concerning Absalom.

6Then the people went out into the field against Israel, and the battle took place in the forest of Ephraim. 7The
people of Israel were defeated there before the servants of David, and the slaughter there that day was great,
20,000 men. 8For the battle there was spread over the whole countryside, and the forest devoured more
people that day than the sword devoured.

9Now Absalom happened to meet the servants of David. For Absalom was riding on his mule, and the mule
went under the thick branches of a great oak. And his head caught fast in the oak, so he was left hanging
between heaven and earth, while the mule that was under him kept going. 10When a certain man saw it, he
told Joab and said, “Behold, I saw Absalom hanging in an oak.” 11Then Joab said to the man who had told  him,
“Now behold, you saw him! Why then did you not strike him there to the ground? And I would have given  you
ten pieces of silver and a belt.” 12The man said to Joab, “Even if I should receive a thousand pieces of  silver in
my hand, I would not put out my hand against the king’s son; for in our hearing the king charged you  and
Abishai and Ittai, saying, ‘Protect for me the young man Absalom!’ 13Otherwise, if I had dealt  treacherously
against his life (and there is nothing hidden from the king), then you yourself would have stood  aloof.” 14Then
Joab said, “I will not waste time here with you.” So he took three spears in his hand and thrust  them through
the heart of Absalom while he was yet alive in the midst of the oak. 15And ten young men who  carried Joab’s
armor gathered around and struck Absalom and killed him.

16Then Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned from pursuing Israel, for Joab restrained the people.
17They took Absalom and cast him into a deep pit in the forest and erected over him a very great heap of
stones. And all Israel fled, each to his tent. 18Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up for himself a
pillar which is in the King’s Valley, for he said, “I have no son to preserve my name.” So he named the pillar
after his own name, and it is called Absalom’s Monument to this day.

David Is Grief-stricken - 2 Samuel 18:19-33 NASB
19Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Please let me run and bring the king news that the Lord has freed
him from the hand of his enemies.” 20But Joab said to him, “You are not the man to carry news this day, but
you shall carry news another day; however, you shall carry no news today because the king’s son is dead.”
21Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, tell the king what you have seen.” So the Cushite bowed to Joab and
ran. 22Now Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said once more to Joab, “But whatever happens, please let me also run
after the Cushite.” And Joab said, “Why would you run, my son, since you will have no reward for going?”
23“But whatever happens,” he said, “I will run.” So he said to him, “Run.” Then Ahimaaz ran by way of the plain
and passed up the Cushite.

24Now David was sitting between the two gates; and the watchman went up to the roof of the gate by the wall,
and raised his eyes and looked, and behold, a man running by himself. 25The watchman called and told the
king. And the king said, “If he is by himself there is good news in his mouth.” And he came nearer and nearer.
26Then the watchman saw another man running; and the watchman called to the gatekeeper and said, “Behold,
another man running by himself.” And the king said, “This one also is bringing good news.” 27The  watchman
said, “I think the running of the first one is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Zadok.” And the  king said,
“This is a good man and comes with good news.”

28Ahimaaz called and said to the king, “Lit PeaceAll is well.” And he prostrated himself before the king with his
face to the ground. And he said, “Blessed is the Lord your God, who has delivered up the men who lifted their



hands against my lord the king.” 29The king said, “Is it well with the young man Absalom?” And Ahimaaz
answered, “When Joab sent the king’s servant, and your servant, I saw a great tumult, but I did not know what
it was.” 30Then the king said, “Turn aside and stand here.” So he turned aside and stood still.

31Behold, the Cushite arrived, and the Cushite said, “Let my lord the king receive good news, for the Lord has
freed you this day from the hand of all those who rose up against you.” 32Then the king said to the Cushite, “Is
it well with the young man Absalom?” And the Cushite answered, “Let the enemies of my lord the king, and all
who rise up against you for evil, be as that young man!”

33The king was deeply moved and went up to the chamber over the gate and wept. And thus he said as he
walked, “O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! Would I had died instead of you, O Absalom, my son,
my son!”

Ahithophel - Traitor or Man of Integrity?
C Cann, Glastonbury
http://www.believersmagazine.com/bm.php?i=20050106

(2 Samuel 15.7-14, 31; 16.23-17.7, 23)
The purpose of this article is to consider the brief but strident Scriptural account of the life and death of a man
named Ahithophel, and to examine some matters arising from the record that are relevant to our walk as
believers in this present day.

Ahithophel was a cherished and esteemed companion of David. They enjoyed a close friendship, not unlike
that between David and Jonathan. Psalm 55.12-14 refers to this relationship: "A man mine equal, my guide,
and mine acquaintance. We took sweet council together, and walked unto the house of God in company".
David depended upon Ahithophel’s wise counsel (2 Sam 16.23). Ahithophel first comes to our attention just
prior to Absalom’s rebellion when he (Ahithophel) left Jerusalem and the palace to return to his home in Giloh
(2 Sam 15.12).

It had been the long desire of Absalom to replace his father David on the throne of Israel. (2 Sam 15). He
harboured anger in his heart that turned to bitterness and hatred against his father after his sister Tamar
was raped by their half brother Amnon. David was angry but failed to deal with the matter. After two
years, Absalom took matters into his own hands and murdered Amnon at Baal-hazor (2 Sam 13.28-29).
Absalom fled to Geshur (home of his mother’s family) where he remained for three years. David was
tricked into receiving him back; but it was a further two years before he would meet with Absalom (2
Samuel 14).

Absalom was handsome, gifted, and charismatic. His appearance was enhanced by the luxurious growth of his
hair. He made full use of his position as prince (2 Sam 15.1) to charm and win the hearts of the people. When
Absalom thought he had adequate support, he declared himself king in Hebron (2 Sam 15.10) forcing David to
flee from Jerusalem.

Absalom summoned Ahithophel to him from Giloh, and from 2 Samuel 15.12 we learn that Ahithophel gave
support to the cause of Absalom. Ahithophel advised the immediate pursuit of David which may well have
resulted in David’s defeat but Absalom followed the counsel of Hushai the Archite (left by David as his spy in
Jerusalem) and waited. Ahithophel was aware of the impending disaster and we read: "And when Ahithophel
saw that his counsel was not followed, he saddled his ass, and arose, and gat him home to his house, to his
city, and put his household in order, and hanged himself and died, and was buried in the sepulchre of his
father" (2 Sam 17.23).

The disaster feared by Ahithophel then occurred. The delay enabled David to plan his strategy and muster his
army, and when the two armies met in battle on Mount Ephraim, David was victorious. Absalom, when riding
through the forest, was caught by his head in an oak tree and was slain by Joab, one of David’s generals, who



was indifferent to David’s plea to "Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even with Absalom" (2 Sam
18.5).

The Scriptural record of Ahithophel raises some difficult questions. What kind of man was he? Why did he
break off his association with David and return to his home? Why did he support Absalom? Was he a traitor
who just got what he deserved?

Answers are found in David’s conduct during the latter part of his reign. God granted him unique blessing and
success, but this caused him to think that nothing should be denied him. One sad day he saw and seduced
the wife of one of his bravest, most faithful generals and later murdered him in an attempt to hide his sin (2
Sam 11 & 12). Soon after, Nathan
the prophet confronted David and rehearsed before him the parable of the poor man’s "one little ewe
lamb". God knew David’s secret and the rebuke that followed is amongst the most pointed contained in
Scripture: "Thou art the man".

We know that the man in question was David, but the complete picture is only seen when we learn the
true identity of Bathsheba. She was Ahithophel’s darling granddaughter, the "one little ewe lamb" of
whom Nathan had spoken. Ahithophel, understandably, could not remain in David’s court to be constantly
reminded of Bathsheba’s shame. He returned to his home village, saw his advice to Absalom ignored, and
in his inconsolable grief took his own life.

The matter that arises from this picture of Ahithophel is the way in which David’s sin irreversibly affected
the life of Ahithophel. This, in turn, raises the fundamental issue of the walk of the believer and its
relationship to sin and sins.

Scripture distinguishes between "sin" and "sins" (Rom 5.12). The former is the root cause or principle and
the latter the consequence and outworking of these in all humanity. Sin is never passive nor dormant. It has
active, on-going consequences for all individuals, for society, and for creation itself; it affects relationship
with God in that it makes all persons guilty and defiled before Him. Christ’s death dealt with sin in its totality
on the basis of righteousness. In death Christ defeated Satan and overcame death. He made it possible for
sin to be finally removed and the sins of the believer, in their guilt as well as their defilement, to be dealt
with. True repentance and the acceptance of God’s provision for sin results in forgiveness.

David acknowledged and repented of his sin (Ps 51). So did Bathsheba, and Jewish tradition asserts that she is
the virtuous woman of Proverbs 31.10-31. This suggests true repentance. What, however, could not be
removed was the result of their sin as it affected their testimony. It was this that Ahithophel could not escape.
Our testimony as believers is etched deep in time and memory upon the earth. Footprints on the path we walk
are irreversibly set and affect others. The lesson we learn as believers from David’s sin with Bathsheba is that
the manner of our walk has indelible consequences.

The manner of walk is inseparable from the direction of that walk. The conduct of Ahithophel raises this
important matter. This is where his weakness and failure are seen. He walked the way of human reasoning
and followed Absalom against God’s anointed king! It was true that Absalom was the eldest remaining son
and, in human terms, the legal heir to the throne, but this reasoning knew nothing of God’s mercy and
forgiveness and ended in disaster. "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are
the ways of death. (Prov 14.12).

David also fell into this trap when he despaired of escaping the constant pursuit of Saul and reasoned,
intellectually, that his only safe refuge was amongst the Philistines. He allied himself to the king of Gath (1 Sam
27) and lived amongst the Philistines for almost a year and a half. It was only the hand of God that saved him
from joining the Philistines in the battle against Israel on Mount Gilboa in which Saul and Jonathan were killed.
Abraham similarly thought, in his wisdom, that he could forward the purposes of God by producing an heir



through Hagar (Gen 16) with disastrous consequences.

As believers in our day we do well to be guided by the careful Scriptural record of Ahithophel and remember
that whilst our sins can be forgiven, our testimony on earth in its manner and direction, is written indelibly.
David was later guided by the Holy Spirit to write words from his God that he had only come to understand
through bitter experience: "I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee
with mine eye" (Ps 32.8).

Concluded.


